
I334 hEDICAL JOURNAI] OBITUARY. [auNE I3 1914

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.
ELECTION TO THE COUNCIL.

No fewer than fourteen candidates have declared their intention
to present themselves for election on Thursday, July 2nd, and
there will be five vacancies.
Mr. Ballance, M.V.O.-(Fellow, 1882), of St. Thomas's Hospital,

will seek re-election; he was elected in 1910 as a substitute for
Mr. -G. A. Wright. The remaining candidates, in order of
seniority as Fellows, are: Mr. Stanley Boyd (Fellow, 1881), of
Charing Cross Hospital; Mr. J. B. Lawford (Fellow, 1885),
Ophthalmic Surgeon to St. Thomas's Hospital; Mr. William
Thorburn (Fellow, 1886), Senior Surgeon, Manchester Royal
Infirmary; Mr. T. H. Openshaw (Fellow, 1886), London
Hospital; Mr. Walter Spencer (Fellow, 1887), Westminster
'Hospital; Mr. Raymond Johnson (Fellfw, 1888), University
College Hospital; Mr. F. F. Burghard (Fellow, 1889), King's
College Hospital; Mr. T., H. Kellock (Fellow, 1891), Middlesex
Hospital; Mr. W. McAdam Eccles (Fellow, 1892), St. Bar-
tholomew's Hospital; Mr. P. M. Yearsley (Fellow, 1893), Royal
Ear Hospital; Mr. C. Ryall (Fellow, 1896), Cancer Hospital;
Mr. H. S. Pendlebury (Fellow, 1897), St. George's Hospital;
and Mr. F. J. Steward (Fellow, 1898), Guy's Hospital.
The candidature of most of the surgeons above named is

already known to the Fellows. OIll one-Mr. Thorburn-
represents a provincial school, whilst three are specialists. At
present no specialist holds a seat on the Council.

MINERS' NYSTAGMUS AND VOMITING.
AN important case under the Workmen's Compensation Act
was heard by His Honour Judge Ruegg, K.C., at the Hanley
(Staffordshire) Couinty Court on May 21st. It was a claim by
the dependants of one Cannon against the Shelton Iron, Steel,
and Coal Company, Ltd., for compensation in respect of his
death, which it was alleged was caused by n-ners' nystagmus,
a disease scheduled under Section 8 of the Act.

It appeared that in August, 1913, deceased was certified by
the certifying surgeon for the district to be disabled by miners'
nystagmus, and compensation at the rate of 18s. 2d. a week
was paid up to the time of the death on February 16th, 1914.
According to the evidenee of the widow, deceased had taken
little exercise since his disablement, and had frejluently com-
plained of giddiness and pains in the head. On thle day
preceding his death he had taken no food except a basin of
broth at supper-time; he lay in bed till midday on February
16th, and about 4.45 p.m. went into the yard to the watercloset.
On his return to the house about ten minutes afterwards he
complained of pains in the head, sat down in a chair, and then
rolled on to the sofa. He tried to vomit, and appeared to
become very ill. Dr. Read was sent for, but the man died as
the doctor arrived at about 5.30 p.m.
Counsel for the claimants said that his case was that the

attempted vomiting was a symptom of nystagmus, and that
this acting on a weak heart caused the death.
The medical evidence of Dr. Thomas anld Dr. R. Mloody was

to the effect that death was caused by the attempt to vomit
being too great a strain upon the heart muscles, which post-
Onortein examiniation showed to be flabby. It was admitted that
the man had commencing pneumoinia, and that the necropsy
revealed old pleuritic adhesions. They did not think the pneu-
monia had advanced sufficiently to render the heart muscles
flabby, and contended that these muscles had become weal
through want of exercise owing to nystagmus, that the attempt
to vomit was a symptom of nystagmus, and in this way they
connected the death with the indust,rial disease from which the
man was suffering. Dr. Moody stated that though somewhat
rare, attempted vomiting was a symptom of miners' nystagmus,
and he mentioned that two such cases had come under his own
observation.
Two coal-miners suffering from miners' nystadmus were

called for the applicant, and stated that since the onset of the
disease they had constantly attempted to vomit in the mornings.
Dr. R. H. Read and Dr. T. L. Llewellyn, for the respondents,

said that the postn-mortem examination showed that the general
body muscles were practically normal, indicating that the heart
muscles had not failed on account of lack of exercise, as they
would be the last muscles to be affected from this cause. They
considered that the heart had been affected by the old pleurisy.
Pneumonia even in its earliest stages would affect the heart,
and in the present case there would be a greater strain on the
heart as the man was not lying up. They were also of the
opinion that the attempt to vomit was induced by failure of the
heart and had nothing to do with the hystagmus. Dr. Llewellyn
said that in over 1,000 cases of miners' nystagmus which he had
examined and noted there had never been any complaint of
nausea or a desire to vomit, and in his opinion these were not
symptoms of nystagmus.
In giving judgement His Honour said that the claim made was

an attempt to put a new liability uipon employers. Miners'
nystagmus had never been suggested or assumed to be a disease
having a fatal termination. This man was suffering from
nystagmus, and he died of heart failure, and an attempt had
been made to connect the death with the nystagmus. It was
said in the first place that the man had an enfeebled heart, and
that seemed to be shown by the post-nmortem examination, while
the muscles of the body were fairly well developed. He was
asked to say that, as the man did not go out very much, the

whole of the muscles of the body got into a flabby condition.
Assuming he was satisfied on that point, he should have the
very gravest doubt as to whether the employer was re-
sponsible. In the case -of a man who, having met with
an illness which did not necessarily keep him indoors,
chose to confine himself to the house, and in that way get tbe
muscles of the body into an unhealthy and flabby condition,
to hold that the employer was liable in such circumstances
would be imposing a liability upon the employer which should
not be put upon him. He did not think the heart muscles
were flabby by disuse, because all the doctors agreed that the
last muscles to show symptoms of flabbiness, if caused by want
of exercise, would be the heart muscles. He was not satisfied
that the condition of the heart was attributable in any way to
the nystagmus. It was said that what really killed Cannon was
the strain caused by attempting to vomit or retch. He was not
satisfied that that was so. But supposing the retching was the
last strain, what was that retching caused by? He was far from
satisfied it was caused by nystagmus. It was not a common
symptom of nystagmus. The utmost the evidence went to was
that it was a possible symptom. This man had suffered for six
months, and this unusual symptom, if it was a symptom, had
not manifested itself, and there was no evidence he had had an
attack of retching until a few hours blefore his death. It was
admitted that then he had contracted another disease-namely,
pneumonia. His Honour was sqtisfied the condition of the
heart was not due to nystagmus. He was asked to say that that
unusual manifestation was caused by a disease the man -had
suffered from for six months, and had never manifested itself in
that way before, and that it had nothing whatever to do vith
what the doctors attributed to pneumonia. He could oiily say
that the case was not proved, and there must be an award for
the respondents.

DR. RICHARD BURNS MACPHERSON, of Camibuslang,
Lanarkshire, died on June 2nd, after a prolonged illness.
He was a distinguished student of Glasaow University,
and was tlle first Rainy bursar and Arnott scholar in
1875-6. He graduated M.B., C.M. with lhonours, taking
the Brunton Memorial Medal as the mnost distinguished
graduate of tlle year. He took the degree of M.D. in
1885. He served witlh tlle Turkislh army through tho
Russo-Turkish war of 1877-8, and received the thanks of
the Turkish Government and the Imperial Order of the
Medjidielh. He was in practice in Cambuslang for thirty-
five years, and was medical officer of health and parochial
medical officer for tlle parish. He is survived by a widow
and grown-up family.

DR. RICHARD ISTANCE, a well-known and muchl-respected
practitioner, passed away on May 22nd, after a slhort
illness, at his residence, Pontymister, Monmouthshire.
Dr. Istance was one of the oldest practitioners in tlhe
county, and lhad been continuously in active practice in tlle
neighbourhood since 1859, when he took 'the diploma of
M.R.C.S.Eng. Hle became L.S.A. in 1864. For nmainy
years hle was medical officer and public vaccinator for
Risca District of Newport Union; certifying factory
surgeon, medical officer of health, Risca U.D.C.; and
medical officer, P.O. He also enjoyed a large private
practice for many years, but latterly lhe had relinquislhed
much of his former work. He was fellow-student at
University College Hospital, wlhere lhe was educated, witl
the late Dr. Druslyn Griffiths, of Swansea, and Dr.
Frederick Roberts, tlle three coming from the same town,
Carmarthen. Dr. Istance was much beloved and greatly
respected by all who knew him, and the large public
funeral at Risca Cemetery bore testimony to this.

THE third annual congress of the Association of Italian
Hygienists will be held at Naples in October. Among the
subjects proposed for discussion are the social factors in
the genesis of ttiberculosis; town sewerage, with special
reference to the South of Italy; and Italian emigration
from the hygienic point of view.

IN the obituary notice of Brigade Surgeon William John
Busteed published in the JOURNAL of June 6th, p. 1272,
it was inadvertently stated that he was born in 1833; lhe
was born in 1836, and his age was thus 78 when he died.
It ought also to have been stated that he held the degree
of M.D.


